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JOSEPH R. SUGAR: A MUSICAL CELEBRATION

Concert at Long Island University – C.W. Post Campus to Celebrate the Life of 2009 Long Island Music Hall of Fame Educator of Note; Highly-Respected Advocate for Music Education

Westbury, NY – March 4, 2010 – The New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) and Long Island Music Hall of Fame (LIMHoF) are proud to support a concert and reception honoring music education icon Joseph R. Sugar who passed away in November, 2009. It will be co-sponsored by the Department of Music at the C.W. Post Campus of Long Island University and held at Tilles Center for the Performing Arts on Sunday, April 25th beginning at 3:00 p.m.  

General admission ticket prices are $10.00 for adults, $8.00 for students and seniors. Tickets for the concert and reception honoring Mr. Sugar’s legacy are $50.00. Tickets may be purchased through the Tilles Center Box Office (516-299-3100, www.tillescenter.org) or TicketMaster (www.ticketmaster.com). 

In addition to the C.W. Post Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, and Chorus, performances, a special concert band consisting of current music educators who have benefited from his teaching will perform. More, Mr. Sugar’s wife, Clara, will receive an award recognizing his selection as the 2009 Music Educator of Note by LIMHoF.

With a distinguished career that spanned over fifty years, Mr. Sugar was a tireless advocate for the advancement of music education by serving as Past President of NYSSMA, the Eastern Division of MENC: The National Association for Music Education, the New York State Council of Administrators of Music Education (NYSCAME) and the Nassau Music Educators Association (NMEA). Most recently, he served as a member of NYSSMA’s Advisory Board and just recently completed service as NYSSMA’s Chairperson for Government Relations.

He served as Director of Music for the Hewlett-Woodmere School District and was an Adjunct Professor of Music at the C.W. Post Campus of Long Island University. In addition to his posthumous induction to the Long Island Music Hall of Fame, he has been recognized for his contributions to music education by many notable organizations, including the Usdan Center for the Creative and Performing Arts and the New York State Band Directors Association.

Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg (D-Long Island) said of Mr. Sugar, “Joe’s genuine passion never diminished through all of the many years we knew him. We know that his legacy will live on and we will remember him fondly every time we hear the music of our students echoing through the halls of our government in Albany”.

State Senate Minority leader Dean G. Skelos (R – Long Island) noted, “Admired by music educators and students, Joe Sugar has been a driving source in the advancement of school music teaching.” 
Proceeds from the event will benefit the NYSSMA Scholarship Fund and the LIMHoF scholarship fund. Additional contributions may be sent to: NYSSMA, 718 The Plain Road, Westbury, NY 11590-5931 or Long Island Music Hall of Fame, 318 Wynn Lane, Port Jefferson, NY 11777 (www.limusichalloffame.org). 
#   #   #

Long Island Music Hall of Fame (LIMHOF) is a 501(c)(3) museum and membership organization dedicated to the idea that Long Island’s musical heritage is an important resource to be celebrated and preserved for future generations. The organization defines Long Island geographically as Kings, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk counties. The Hall of Fame sponsors the Long Island Sound Award (LISA), traveling educational exhibits, and a scholarship program. It is also creating a museum home where the story of the Island’s musical heritage will be told. For more information about the Long Island Music Hall of Fame, please visit http://limusichalloffame.org/.

